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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurThis 2003 book offers a distinctive overview of the internal and external pressures
responsible for the making of modern Japan. L. M. Cullen argues that Japanese policies and fears have often
been caricatured in western accounts which have viewed the expansion of the west in an unduly positive
light. He shows that Japan before 1854, far from being in progressive economic and social decay or political
crisis, was on balance a successful society led by rational policymakers. He also shows how when an


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00QIT4LKC

external threat emerged after 1793 the country became on balance more open rather than more oppressive
and that Japan displayed remarkable success in negotiation with the western powers in 185368. In the
twentieth century, however, with the 1889 constitution failing to control the armed forces and western and
American interests encroaching in Asia and the Pacific, Japan abandoned realism and met her nemesisin
China and the Pacific.Revue de presseThe book reads like a piece of scholarly work from an earlier and
more careful time, when historiography was the result of careful research and distilled knowledge by an
author dedicated to the craft Wonderfully fluid telling of akey historical era’ David McNeill, Irish Times a
thought-provoking book, providing interesting information and interpretation '. sin HistoryPrsentation de
I'diteurThis 2003 book offers a distinctive overview of the internal and external pressures responsible for the
making of modern Japan. L. M. Cullen argues that Japanese policies and fears have often been caricatured in
western accounts which have viewed the expansion of the west in an unduly positive light. He shows that
Japan before 1854, far from being in progressive economic and social decay or political crisis, was on
balance a successful society led by rational policymakers. He also shows how when an external threat
emerged after 1793 the country became on balance more open rather than more oppressive and that Japan
displayed remarkabl e success in negotiation with the western powersin 185368. In the twentieth century,
however, with the 1889 constitution failing to control the armed forces and western and American interests

encroaching in Asia and the Pacific, Japan abandoned realism and met her nemesis in China and the Pacific



