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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurCraig Venter is no ordinary scientist, and no ordinary man. Heis the first human being
ever to read their own DNA and seethe key to lifeitself. Yet in doing so, he rocked the establishment and
became embroiled in one of the biggest controversies of our age.Thisisthe story of hisincrediblelife: from
teenage rebel and Vietnam medic, to daredevil sailor and maverick researcher, whose race to unravel the
sequence of the human genome made him both hero and pariah. Incorporating his own genetic make-up into
his story, thisis an electrifying portrait of a man who pushed back the boundaries of the possible.From
Publishers WeeklyA great deal has been written about Venter as the head of Celera, the private research
company that won arace with the National Institutes of Health's Human Genome Project to sequence the
human genome. Hisrolein this historic accomplishment has been both vilified and praised. Now, in a
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clumsily written autobiography, Venter offers his side of the story, portraying himself as the eternal
underdog, fighting for truth and attempting to make scientific discoveries solely to help others. Heis
opposed in this struggle by a cadre of scientists out to advance their own careers, by afederal bureaucracy
incapable of rationally using public funds to promote scientific advances and by the heads of corporations
willing to do ailmost anything to make money. Venter accuses all of the big playersthe Human Genome
Project's Frances Collins and Nobel laureate James Watson, among many othersof outright dishonesty.
Ignore the hyperbole and be skeptical of the accusations, but there's still aterribly depressing story about the
politics of big science. Venter also attempts to contextualize the controversy swirling around the patenting of
DNA sequences. Despite the lack of unbiased insight, thisiswell worth reading for the fascinating
perspective it offers on one of the mgjor scientific discoveries of all time. (Oct. 22) Copyright Reed Business
Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.Revue de presseMaverick, publicity hound,
risk-taker, brash, controversial, genius, manic, rebellious, visionary, audacious, arrogant, feisty, determined,
provocative. His autobiography shows they are all justified (Nature)An all-action autobiography (, Books of
the Year Financial Times)Craig Venter has scorched atrail through genetics. A Life Decoded is a page-
turner throughout (New Scientist) The first genetic autobiography. It is also a cracking story (, Books of the
Y ear The Times) The man who shook up the cosy world of scientific research . abrilliant book. Beautifully
written, it is not only the most gripping but also the most important scientist's autobiography since James
Watson's Double Helix (Sunday Telegraph)Rebel, maverick, outsider and the Bono of genetics . the book is
avoyage of discovery (Guardian)May be as important a book as James D. Watson's Double Helix (, Books
of the Y ear Sunday Times)Few scientists have stoked the flames of debate quite like Craig Venter . A blow-
by-blow journey through afrankly astonishing career (Scotsman)This book marks the beginning of
something new. It isthe first molecular biography . Venter's account is never less than engaging' Sunday
TimesA wonderfully original work . brims with entertaining revelations about the feuds, fights and
friendships that underlie great research projects Financial Times Magazine



