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Par Peter Watts : Maelstrom  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Maelstrom: 

Description :  Description du produitAn enormous tidal wave on the west coast of North America has just 
killed thousands. Lenie Clarke, in a black wetsuit, walks out of the ocean onto a Pacific Northwest beach 
filled with the oppressed and drugged homeless of the Asian world who have gotten only this far in their 

attempt to reach America. Is she a monster, or a goddess? One thing is for sure: all hell is breaking 
loose.This dark, fast-paced, hard SF novel returns to the story begun in Starfish: all human life is threatened 
by a disease (actually a primeval form of life) from the distant prehuman past. It survived only in the deep 

ocean rift where Clarke and her companions were stationed before the corporation that employed them tried 
to sterilize the threat with a secret underwater nuclear strike. But Clarke was far enough away that she was 
able to survive and tough enough to walk home, 300 miles across the ocean floor. She arrives carrying with 
her the potential death of the human race, and possessed by a desire for revenge. Maelstrom is a terrifying 

explosion of cyberpunk noir by a writer whose narrative, says Robert Sheckley, "drives like a futuristic 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B004LB4SH0


locomotive." 

Prsentation de l'diteurAn enormous tidal wave on the west coast of North America has just killed thousands. 
Lenie Clarke, in a black wetsuit, walks out of the ocean onto a Pacific Northwest beach filled with the 

oppressed and drugged homeless of the Asian world who have gotten only this far in their attempt to reach 
America. Is she a monster, or a goddess? One thing is for sure: all hell is breaking loose.This dark, fast-

paced, hard SF novel returns to the story begun in Starfish: all human life is threatened by a disease (actually 
a primeval form of life) from the distant prehuman past. It survived only in the deep ocean rift where Clarke 

and her companions were stationed before the corporation that employed them tried to sterilize the threat 
with a secret underwater nuclear strike. But Clarke was far enough away that she was able to survive and 
tough enough to walk home, 300 miles across the ocean floor. She arrives carrying with her the potential 

death of the human race, and possessed by a desire for revenge. Maelstrom is a terrifying explosion of 
cyberpunk noir by a writer whose narrative, says Robert Sheckley, "drives like a futuristic locomotive." At 

the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) 
applied.From Library JournalA massive tidal wave in the Pacific Northwest causes millions of deaths, yet 

one woman emerges from the ocean and begins an eerie journey of revenge and salvation. As scientists 
attempt to discover her identity and her motivation, people begin dying from unknown causes. This sequel to 

Starfish depicts a dystopic near-future, where cyberspace and real space interact and unique life forms 
emerge from the depths of the ocean to claim their place in the world. A good choice for most sf collections. 
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.BooklistEveryone thought Lenie Clarke was killed by the 
earthquake produced by a nuclear explosion aimed at the geothermal power plant she had been monitoring 
(see Starfish, 1999). Since the quake turned cities into abattoirs, no one notices someone crawl ashore 300 
miles from the epicenter: Lenie, bent on finding her abusive father. The beach where she emerges is full of 
refugees blocked from America by a towering wall and hovering botflies, or robotic cameras, monitored by 
telecommuting peacekeepers such as Sou-Hon Perreault, who spots half-starved Lenie but can only watch, 

for Lenie barely acknowledges a botfly's attempts at contact. Eventually, Lenie is noticed by others, 
including the wild electronic environment called the Maelstrom, evolved from the Internet and populated by 

nearly conscious smart gels and self-evolving bits of code. No one yet knows that, besides emotional 
baggage, Lenie carries something with her from the ocean floor that could despoil every living species. 

Watts moves from the relentless pressure of Starfish to the frantic speed of chaos in action, never losing the 
tight focus on his fascinating characters in this excellent sequel to his debut novel. Roberta 

JohnsonCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved 


